CHAPTER III.
HISTORY OF GLASS IN THE UNITED STATES.

Prior to the coming of the European Colonists the only glass
known in America was obsidian, or volcanic* glass. In 1608 some glass
makers were among the artisans brought to Jamestown, Virginia, but
the craze for tobacco Interfered with their Industry. In 1621 several
Italian glass makers were imported to manufacture beads for the In-
dians. In 163& a glasshouse was erected at Salem, Massachusetts.

Prior to 1854 a glassmaker, Jan Smeedes, received an allotment of
land on Manhattan Island and the business which lie carried on gave
the name Glassmakers street to the present South William street of
New York City. In 168S William Penn alludes to a glass house in
Pennsylvania.

In 1754 a Dutch gentleman, Baznber, built glass works in Brook-
lyn, N. Y.t the first bottle blown by him bearing his name and the
date of manufacture is in the collection of the Long Island Historical
Society, Brooklyn, N. Y. Glassboro, N. J., was founded by a colony
of German glassmakers who moved there In 1775. In 1787 the Massa-
chusetts Legislature gave to a Boston glass company the exclusive
right to make glass In the state of Massachusetts for 15 years. This
is said to be the first successful glass factory in the United States.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, first manufactured glass in 1706, and Is
still a most Important glass making center. At the very beginning of
the industry In Pennsylvania coal was used instead of the traditional
wood for fuel. This, with the abundance of excellent sand in the
adjacent rivers, gave the industry a phenomenal development in the
Keystone State, which Industry has been increased by the substitu-
tion of gas and oil fuels.

In 1827 pressed glass was invented by a carpenter of Sandwich,
Massachusetts. With the discovery of a cheaper and better fuel in
the form of natural gas thte center of glass making moved west of tlie
Alleghanles, where it still remains.

By the close of 1880 the census report shows that the glass indus-
try of the United States has been brought to a very extensive and
prosperous condition. There were at that time 211 factories, em-
ploying 24,177 men, and sending out an annual product worth $21,154,-
571.

In 1890 the number of factories had Increased to 294 and the
value of the finished product to $41,051,004. In 1909 there were 363
establishments for the manufacture of glass and the product was
valued at $92,095,203, In 1917, the latest date for which statistics
are complete, the finished product was valued at $2,685,014, the faces of a rhombohedron and therefore
